
  Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition 

 

April 10, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen 

Chairman  

House Committee on Appropriations 

283 Ford House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 

Ranking Member 

House Committee on Appropriations 

1016 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Frelinghuysen and Ranking Member Lowey: 

 

On behalf of the Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition, we write to ask that you assure the 

Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations bills provide funding for Great Lakes restoration priorities.  We are 

grateful for the much-needed support the region has received. We hope you are as proud as we are about 

the on-the-ground results because of these investments in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New 

York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.  However, the Great Lakes still face many urgent problems, 

which is why we are concerned with the President’s proposed budget.  The problems we face will only 

get worse and the price we pay will be much higher if the federal partnership with the region is scaled 

back. 

 

First, we ask you to support $300 million for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).  

Restoration efforts are improving the lives of millions of people and work is underway or completed on 

over 3,400 restoration projects throughout the region that are benefitting communities.  These projects are 

cleaning up streams that provide drinking water for millions of homes and thousands of industries. 

Restoration work is improving infrastructure important for future economic growth in the eight-state 

region.  These projects are delivering results, including:   

 

 Three Areas of Concern – Presque Isle, Pa.; Deer Lake, Mich.; and White Lake, Mich. – have been 

delisted since the GLRI began.  The management actions necessary to delist four additional AOCs 

have also been completed.  In the previous two decades before the GLRI, only one AOC had been 

cleaned up. 

 Fifty beneficial use impairments (BUIs) at 18 AOCs were addressed in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 

New York, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin under the GLRI, more than tripling the total number of 

BUIs removed in the preceding 22 years.  More BUIs have been removed in the last seven years since 

the GLRI began than between 1987 and 2009. 

 Combined with other funding, farmers implemented conservation action on more than one million 

acres of rural lands in order to reduce erosion and farm runoff that feeds algal blooms.  This 

supplemental funding helped double farmland under conservation in Western Lake Erie, Saginaw 

Bay, and Green Bay. 
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 More than 513 dams and barriers were removed, allowing fish to access more than 3,800 miles of 

river. 

 

Second, we urge you to at least double the funding for both the Clean Water State Revolving 

Fund (CWSRF) and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund.  The region’s water infrastructure needs 

to be repaired or replaced.  EPA estimates that nearly $80 billion is needed in the Great Lakes region 

alone to replace old sewer pipes and wastewater plants.  Over $100 billion is needed to fix drinking water 

problems that threaten the public’s safety.  The problem in urban water systems and in economically 

disadvantaged communities is particularly acute. Sewer overflows pour millions of gallons of raw sewage 

into the Great Lakes and lead drinking water pipes threaten the health of communities. The Clean Water 

and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs) are two key sources of funds to solve these problems.  

Communities depend on them for low-interest loans to implement costly, but critical wastewater and 

drinking water infrastructure projects.  

 

Third, the threat of Asian carp is real and persistent.  To keep Asian carp out of the Great Lakes 

we ask Congress to fully fund all actions being undertaken as part of the FY 2017 Asian Carp Action 

Plan, which includes at least $14.6 million for the Army Corps, $5.3 million for U.S. Fish and Wildlife, 

$5.2 million for the U.S. Geologic Survey, among other federal needs. Any Asian carp protective measure 

must 1) lead to a long-term solution that prevents the inter-basin movement of aquatic invasive species 

between both the Mississippi River and Great Lakes, 2) maintain or enhance water quality, recreation, and 

flood protection, and 3) enable the efficient movement of goods in the region.  In addition, we hope the 

Committee will demand the Army Corps of Engineers release its study focusing on Brandon Road lock 

and dam, which was originally scheduled to be released on February 28.  We need the design for a new 

engineered channel and control technologies at this site so our region can move forward quickly with 

constructing the next line of defense against the spread of invasive species—and ultimately permanent 

separation of the lakes from the Mississippi River.    

 

Fourth, urban and agricultural runoff continues to contribute to the problems facing the Great 

Lakes.  Experts say harmful new algal blooms are fueled by excessive amounts of phosphorus washing 

into the lakes from farms and urban areas.  Stronger storms driven by climate change contribute to the 

problem, as do invasive mussels.  New harmful algal blooms close beaches, kill fish, impact local 

drinking water supplies (like Toledo, Ohio, in 2014), and when water supplies are contaminated, the most 

vulnerable members of the community are the first to be impacted. Toxic algae also harms small, local 

businesses like charter boats.  Harmful algal blooms are spreading farther and faster and beginning earlier 

than ever before and we must take action to protect communities from this growing threat.   

 

To help the region respond to these algal blooms, we ask that you provide continued strong 

support for Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Farm Bill conservation programs, in 

particular the Regional Conservation Partnership Program.  This program is well placed to fund targeted, 

discrete conservation practices that will improve soil quality, water quality, and wildlife habitat in regions 

such as the Great Lakes.  It sets aside conservation funding to encourage innovative partnerships between 

watershed groups and farmers.  As partners, these organizations and farmers work together to further the 

conservation and sustainable use of soil, water, wildlife habitat, and other natural resources on a regional 

or watershed scale.  It also provides for accountability by linking the projects to local efforts or other 

regional initiatives (like the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative).   

 

Support for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program will not be enough to reduce algae-

feeding phosphorus in the region’s waterways.  If we are to achieve 40 percent nutrient reductions in 

Western Lake Erie (as agreed to by the region’s governors and the U.S. and Canadian governments) we 

will need a much more coordinated response.  We ask that Congress provide all Farm Bill conservation 

programs with funding at authorized levels. 
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Lastly, our region will fall short of our restoration goals if the federal agencies that are vital 

partners in our restoration efforts have their budgets cut.  U.S. EPA, the Fish and Wildlife Service, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Army Corps of Engineers, Coast Guard, National 

Park Service, and NRCS all provide critical administrative and programmatic support that helps us ensure 

the success of both the GLRI and other restoration activities in the region.  These departments and 

agencies are critical partners with Great Lakes states, cities, industries, Tribes, and non-governmental 

organizations. Cutting EPA by 31 percent, USDA by 21 percent, and the Department of the Interior by 12 

percent as proposed by the administration is unacceptable.  For example, cutting categorical grants from 

EPA to states by 45 percent eliminates hundreds of federally-funded positions in state agencies that have 

the delegated responsibility to enforce critical laws like the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water 

Act. Also, eliminating funding for programs like Sea Grant only harms the health and resilience of our 

coastal communities and makes it extremely difficult to make progress on critical clean-up efforts in 

places like western Lake Erie where Ohio Sea Grant serves as a key part of the work to reduce harmful 

algal blooms. We urge you to reject these massive cuts to non-defense discretionary spending. 

 

Investments in Great Lakes restoration create short-term jobs and lead to long-term economic 

benefits for the Great Lakes states and the country.  A Brookings Institution report shows that every $1 

invested in Great Lakes restoration generates at least $2 in return, making Great Lakes restoration one of 

the best investments in the federal budget.  More recent research from Grand Valley State University 

suggests that the return on investment for certain projects may be closer to 6-to-1.  The University of 

Michigan has also demonstrated that over 1.5 million jobs are dependent on clean and healthy Great 

Lakes, accounting for more than $60 billion in wages annually.  We have also seen jobs being created by 

our nation’s efforts to clean up the Great Lakes and restore fish and wildlife habitat.  These jobs include 

wetland scientists, electricians, engineers, landscape architects, plumbers, truck drivers and many others.   

 

However, there is still much work that needs to be done.  Aging sewers, invasive species, and 

toxic pollutants are just a few of the pervasive threats that impact the region, endangering human and 

wildlife health, lowering property values, and hurting the region’s economy.  Cutting funding will slow 

restoration efforts, allowing problems to get worse and making them more expensive to solve.  

Ultimately, cutting spending on the Great Lakes won’t save money—it will cost the nation more.  As the 

source of drinking water for 30 million people, the nation cannot afford to stop protecting and restoring 

the Great Lakes. 

 

Now is not the time to scale back our nation’s commitment to restore the Great Lakes 

environment and economy.  Progress is being made.  For the economy and the environment, please make 

sure that the fiscal year 2018 appropriations bills provide at least $300 million for the GLRI; water 

infrastructure funding is doubled for the Clean Water SRF and the Drinking Water SRF; the Asian carp 

action plan is fully funded; there are resources for the RCPP and all Farm Bill conservation programs at 

authorized levels; and the cuts to non-defense discretionary programs are rejected. 

 

If you have questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to have your staff contact our 

coalition’s policy director, Chad Lord, at 202-454-3385 or clord@npca.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clord@npca.org
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Kathy Crofoot 

Vice Chairwoman 

Adirondack Communities Advisory League 

 

Janet Kowalski 

Chairperson 

Adirondack Mountain Club, Niagara Frontier 

Chapter 

 

Joel Brammeier 

President and CEO 

Alliance for the Great Lakes 

 

Katie Rousseau 

Director, Clean Water Programs, Great Lakes 

American Rivers 

 

Tom Walsh  

President  

Art Flick Chapter Trout Unlimited 

 

Erin Crotty 

Executive Director 

Audubon New York 

 

Tony Janisch 

Executive Director 

Bad River Watershed Association 

 

Shirley Roberts 

Executive Director 

BaySail 

 

Rob Krain 

Executive Director 

Black Swamp Conservancy  

 

Kim Glas 

Executive Director 

BlueGreen Alliance 

 

Loren H. Smith 

Executive Director 

Buffalo Audubon Society 

 

Jill Jedlicka 

Executive Director & Riverkeeper 

Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper 

 

 

 

Peter Habig 

President 

Bush Lake Chapter – Izaak Walton League of 

America  

 

Suzi Zierten 

Executive Director. 

Caledonia Conservancy 

 

Hubert Kimball 

Conservation Issues Chairperson 

Central New York Chapter Izaak Walton League 

of America 

 

Mike Ripley 

Environmental Coordinator 

Chippewa Ottawa Resource Authority 

 

Brian Smith 

Associate Executive Director 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

 

Deanna White 

Executive Director 

Clean Water Action of Minnesota 

 

Mark Redsten 

President/CEO 

Clean Wisconsin 

 

Clark Bullard 

Director 

Committee on the Middle Fork Vermilion River 

 

Carla Champagne 

Member 

Concerned Citizens of Big Bay 

 

Diane Hofner 

Co-Founder 

Concerned Residents of Portland, NY + People 

Like Us (CROP-PLUS) 

 

Mike Kelly 

Director, Great Lakes Office 

The Conservation Fund 

 

Amy Beyer 

Director 

Conservation Resource Alliance 
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Nels Paulsen 

Policy Manager 

Conservation Minnesota 

 

Michael Griffin 

Executive Director 

County Executives of America 

 

Michele Arquette-Palermo 

Head of the Freshwater Forum  

Cranbrook Institute of Science 

 

Joe Tomandl III 

Executive Director 

Dairy Grazing Apprenticeship 

 

William Schleizer 

CEO 

Delta Institute 

 

Regina Tillman 

Organizer 

Detroit Urban Farm Life 

 

Tom Clay 

Executive Director 

Door County Land Trust   

 

Lynn Knopf 

Chair 

Duck Creek Watershed Assembly 

 

David Brakhage 

Director of Operations 

Ducks Unlimited Great Lakes/Atlantic Region 

 

Karen Knox 

President 

Eden Garden Block Club 

 

John Rumpler 

Clean Water Program Director 

Environment America 

 

Abe Scarr 

State Director 

Environment Illinois  

 

Shelley Vinyard 

Regional Director 

Environment Michigan 

Andrew Klutey 

Clean Water Fellow 

Environment Minnesota 

 

Heather Leibowitz 

State Director 

Environment New York 

 

Sam Gerard 

Field Organizer 

Environment Ohio 

 

Howard A. Learner 

Executive Director 

Environmental Law & Policy Center 

 

Rebecca Fedewa 

Executive Director 

Flint River Watershed Coalition 

 

Liz Kirkwood 

Executive Director 

FLOW (For Love of Water) 

 

Jill Ryan 

Executive Director 

Freshwater Future 

 

Cathy Pabich 

Steering Committee Coordinator 

Friends of Crescent Beach 

 

Claire Posius 

Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator 

Friends of Euclid Creek 

 

David Howell 

Chairman 

Friends of the Detroit River 

 

Marie McCormick 

Executive Director 

Friends of the Rouge 

 

Matt Meersman 

President 

Friends of the St. Joe River Association 
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Mike Carlson 

Executive Director 

Gathering Waters: Wisconsin's Alliance for 

Land Trusts 

 

June Summers 

President 

Genesee Valley Audubon Society 

 

Tom Goddeeris 

Executive Director 

Grandmont Rosedale Development Corporation 

 

Bonnie Hay 

Program Director 

Gratiot Lake Conservancy 

 

Kelli Paige 

Executive Director 

Great Lakes Observing System 

 

Stephanie Prellwitz 

Executive Director 

Green Lake Association 

 

John Leon 

Treasurer 

Grosse Ile Nature and Land Conservancy, 

Assoc. Inc. 

 

Carol Drake 

Vice President 

Friends of Jean Klock Park 

 

Ivan J Hack Jr 

President  

Headwaters Chapter Izaak Walton League of 

America 

 

Jonathan Jarosz 

Executive Director 

Heart of the Lakes 

 

Indra Frank 

Environmental Health & Water Policy Director 

Hoosier Environmental Council 

 

Brad Jensen 

Executive Director 

Huron Pines 

 

Laura Rubin 

Executive Director 

Huron River Watershed Council 

 

Sr. Mary Jane Herb 

President 

IHM Sisters of Monroe, Michigan 

 

Darwin Adams 

Chairman 

Illinois Council of Trout Unlimited 

 

Ronald Moore 

President 

Illinois Division Izaak Walton League of 

America 

 

Patricia Jarosz 

President 

Indiana Division Izaak Walton League of 

America, Inc. 

 

Erin Baird Wade 

Executive Director 

Indiana Wildlife Federation 

 

Fred Z. Sitkins 

Executive Director 

Inland Seas Education Association 

 

Kristine Bradof 

Executive Director 

Isle Royale & Keweenaw Parks Association 

 

Jared Mott 

Conservation Director 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Paul Pacholski 

President 

Lake Erie Charter Boat Association 

 

Sandy Bihn 

Executive Director 

Lake Erie Foundation 

 

Joanie McGuffin 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy 
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Jim Kettler 

Executive Director 

Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership 

 

Chris Carson 

President 

League of Women Voters 

 

Krista Grimm 

President 

League of Women Voters Lake Michigan 

Region 

 

John J. Finazzo Sr 

President 

Lipari Renewables, Inc. 

 

Donald Sporleder 

Past President and Board Member 

Michiana Watershed 

 

James Clift 

Policy Director 

Michigan Environmental Council 

 

James Schramm 

Attorney/Coordinator 

Mchigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition 

 

Lisa Wozniak 

Executive Director 

Michigan League of Conservation Voters 

 

Tom Quail 

State Council Chair 

Michigan Trout Unlimited 

 

Daniel Eichinger 

Executive Director 

Michigan United Conservation Clubs 

 

John Ahern 

President 

Mid Hudson Trout Unlimited 

 

Kimberlee Wright 

Executive Director  

Midwest Environmental Advocates 

 

 

 

Cheryl Nenn  

Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

 

Ann Brummitt & Brenda Coley 

Co-Executive Directors  

Milwaukee Water Commons 

 

Kathryn Hoffman 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy 

 

Gary Botzek 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Conservation Federation 

 

John Crampton 

President 

Minnesota Division Izaak Walton League of 

America 

 

Steve Morse 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Environmental Partnership   

 

John Lenczewski 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Trout Unlimited 

 

Rick Graham 

Chairman 

National Great Lakes Committee Izaak Walton 

League of America 

 

Lynn McClure 

Midwest Director 

National Parks Conservation Association 

 

Karen Hobbs 

Deputy Director of Policy, Midwest Program 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

Mike Shriberg 

Great Lakes Regional Executive Director 

National Wildlife Federation 

 

Melinda Hughes 

President 

Nature Abounds 
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Joan Ross 

Director 

North End Woodward Community Coalition 

 

Peter G. Avis 

Chief Director 

Northwest Indiana Restoration Monitoring 

Inventory 

 

Ron Urban 

Chairman 

NY Trout Unlimited 

 

Matt Misicka 

President 

Ohio Conservation Federation 

 

Merlin Peterson 

Division President 

Ohio Division of Izaak Walton League 

 

Kristy Meyer 

Managing Director, Natural Resources 

Ohio Environmental Council 

 

Mark Dilley 

President 

Ohio Wetland Association 

 

Alison Kocek 

President 

Onondaga Audubon 

 

Robin Jones 

Organizer 

Onöndowa'ga:' Protectors 

 

Tom Stolp 

Executive Director 

Ozaukee Washington Land Trust 

 

Kris Patterson 

Executive Director 

Partners for Clean Streams 

 

David Masur 

State Director 

PennEnvironment 

 

 

 

Dudley Marvin 

President 

Pickerel-Crooked Lakes Association 

 

Carol Hays 

Executive Director 

Prairie Rivers Network 

 

Irene Senn  

Coordinator  

Religious Coalition for the Great Lakes 

 

Raj Shukla 

Executive Director 

River Alliance of Wisconsin 

 

Nicole Silk 

President 

River Network 

 

Danielle Conroyd 

Executive Director 

River Raisin Institute 

 

Sam Magavern 

Executive Director 

Partnership for the Public Good 

 

Chief Beverly Cook 

Chief Eric Thompson 

Chief Ron LaFrance 

Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 

 

David Swan 

President 

Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance 

 

LeRoger Lind 

President 

Save Lake Superior Association 

 

Lori Andresen 

President 

Save Our Sky Blue Waters 

 

Natalie Johnson 

Executive Director 

Save the Dunes 
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Lee Willbanks 

Riverkeeper / Executive Director 

Save The River, Upper St. Lawrence 

Riverkeeper 

Jill Schanon Macek 

Executive Manager 

Schlitz Audubon Nature Center 

Sarah Dimling 

President 

Shaker Lakes Garden Club 

Kendra Kelling 

President 

Sheboygan River Basin Partnership 

Michael Brune 

Exec Director 

Sierra Club 

Matt Trokan 

Conservation Director 

Sierra Club Ohio Chapter  

Karen Donahue 

Director of Justice 

Sisters of Mercy West Midwest Community 

SSJ Global Environment Committee 

Sisters of ST. Joseph of Rochester 

 

Linda Reid 

Executive Director 

Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust, Inc. 

Lisa Brush 

Executive Director 

The Stewardship Network 

Rafael Rosa 

Vice President, Program Management 

Student Conservation Association 

Jake Tibbles 

Executive Director 

Thousand Islands Land Trust 

Jennifer McKay 

Policy Director 

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

Taylor Ridderbusch 

Great Lakes Organizer 

Trout Unlimited 

Dendra J. Best 

Executive Director 

Wastewater Education 501(c)3 

Maria Maybee 

Founder 

Water Walkerz 

Paula Maccabee 

Advocacy Director and Counsel 

WaterLegacy 

 

Christine Crissman 

Executive Director 

The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay 

Monica Lewis-Patrick 

President & CEO 

We the People of Detroit 

Bill Wood 

Executive Director 

West Michigan Environmental Action Council 

(WMEAC) 

Ryan A. McPherson 

Chair 

Western New York Environmental Alliance 

Joy Mulinex 

Director of Government Relations 

Western Reserve Land Conservancy 

Bob Fitzwilliam 

Executive Director 

West Wisconsin Land Trust 

Paul Botts 

President and Executive Director 

The Wetlands Initiative 
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Megan Severson 

Organizing Director 

Wisconsin Environment 

Bob Wincek 

President 

Wisconsin Federation of Great Lakes Sports 

Fishing Clubs 

Huda Alkaff 

Founder and Director 

Wisconsin Green Muslims 

Kerry Schumann 

Executive Director 

Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters 

Linn Beck 

Wisconsin State Council Chair 

Wisconsin Trout Unlimited 

Tracy Hames 

Executive Director 

Wisconsin Wetlands Association 

George Meyer 

Executive Director 

Wisconsin Wildlife Federation 

 

Cc: The Honorable Robert Aderholt 

 The Honorable Sanford Bishop 

 The Honorable Michael Simpson 

 The Honorable Marcy Kaptur 

 The Honorable Ken Calvert 

 The Honorable Betty McCollum 


