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August 23, 2024 

 

From: League of Women Voters 

 

Re: A nationwide call for equality 

 

This year marks 101 years since the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) was first introduced in the 

US Congress. The ERA would constitutionally protect the equality of rights under the law 

regardless of sex; it is essential for the health of our democracy. The League of Women Voters 

of the United States, with the explicit backing of all 50 state Leagues and the League of the 

District of Columbia, urges you to take every action within your authority to ensure the 

immediate publication of the ERA in the US Constitution. 

 

The League of Women Voters is a 104-year-old nonpartisan, nonprofit organization committed 

to ensuring that everyone is represented in our democracy. We are a grassroots group comprised 

of over 1 million members and supporters across more than 700 local and state Leagues 

nationwide. The League uses advocacy, education, litigation, and organizing to achieve our 

mission to empower voters and defend democracy. To this end, we have worked for ratification 

of the Equal Rights Amendment for more than 50 years. 
 

Despite the significant legal and legislative advances made in recent decades, many Americans 

continue to face discrimination on the basis of sex. Under the Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal 

Protection Clause, sex discrimination claims are not subject to the same strict scrutiny standard 

as other protected classifications, such as race. The ramifications of this are clear in the ongoing 

fights against systemic sex discrimination including unequal pay, workplace harassment, 

pregnancy discrimination, domestic violence, and more. 

 

The ERA has satisfied all ratification requirements outlined in Article V of the Constitution. In 

1972, the ERA was passed by Congress with well over the necessary two-thirds vote and was 

sent to the states. In 2020, Virginia became the 38th and final state needed to meet the three-

fourths state ratification requirement. As Article V outlines, an amendment is a valid part of the 

Constitution when it is ratified by three-fourths of the states. 

 

It is past time that the will and ratification rights of the states are respected. As such, the League 

calls on: 

 

I. US Congress to pass S.J. Res. 4/H.J. Res. 25, a bipartisan resolution affirming the 

validity of the Equal Rights Amendment as part of the Constitution and addressing the 

question of a time limit; or 

II. US Congress to pass S.J. Res. 39/H.J. Res. 82, a resolution affirming the validity of the 

Equal Rights Amendment as part of the Constitution and that the US Archivist must 

certify and publish the ERA; and, in either event, 

III. US President Biden to instruct the US Archivist to fulfill their statutory duty and certify 

and publish the Equal Rights Amendment in the US Constitution. 



 
 
The protection of equal rights is not a polarizing issue among the American people. Today, 78% 

of Americans favor adding the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution according to a 

survey from Pew Research Center. If you believe in equality for all, the League calls on you to 

critically affirm the enshrinement of sex equality into the Constitution. The strength and future of 

our democracy depend on it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

             
Dianna Wynn, President            Celina Stewart, CEO 

League of Women Voters of the United States      League of Women Voters of the United States 

 

 
Kathy Jones, President 

League of Women Voters of Alabama 

 

 
Sue Sherif, President Designee 

League of Women Voters of Alaska 

 

 
Pinny Sheoran, President 

League of Women Voters of Arizona 

 

 
Bonnie Miller, President 

League of Women Voters of Arkansas 

 

 
Chris Carson, President 

League of Women Voters of California 

 

 
Irene R. Tynes, President 

League of Women Voters of Colorado 

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/07/a-century-after-women-gained-the-right-to-vote-majority-of-americans-see-work-to-do-on-gender-equality/


 
 

     
Patricia A. Rossi, Co-President   Peggy Lampkin, MD; Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Connecticut  League of Women Voters of Connecticut 

 

 
Tiffany Lydon, President 

League of Women Voters of Delaware 

 

 
Barbara Zia, President 

League of Women Voters of the District of Columbia 

 

    
Cecile M. Scoon, Esq.; Co-President   Debbie Chandler, Esq.; Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Florida   League of Women Voters of Florida 

  

 
Nichola Hines, President 

League of Women Voters of Georgia 

 

 
Judith Mills Wong, Vice President 

League of Women Voters of Hawaii 

 

      
Betsy McBride, Co-President   Jean Henscheid, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Idaho   League of Women Voters of Idaho 

 

 
Becky Simon, President 

League of Women Voters of Illinois 



 
 

 
Linda Hanson, President 

League of Women Voters of Indiana 

 

     
Holly Oppelt, Co-President    Terese Grant, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Iowa   League of Women Voters of Iowa 

 

 
Martha Pint, President 

League of Women Voters of Kansas 

 

 
Jennifer A. Jackson, MD; President 

League of Women Voters of Kentucky 

 

 
M. Christian Green, President 

League of Women Voters of Louisiana 

 

 
Anna Kellar, Executive Director 

League of Women Voters of Maine 

 

 
Linda Kohn, President 

League of Women Voters of Maryland 

 

    
Elizabeth Foster Nolan, Co-President  Marie Gauthier, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Massachusetts  League of Women Voters of Massachusetts 



 
 

    
Denise Hartsough, Co-President   Paula Bowman, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Michigan  League of Women Voters of Michigan 

 

 
Laura Helmer, President 

League of Women Voters of Minnesota 

 

    
Peg Ciraldo, Co-President    Ruth O’Dell, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Mississippi  League of Women Voters of Mississippi 

 

 
Marilyn McLeod, President 

League of Women Voters of Missouri 

 

 
Nancy Leifer, President 

League of Women Voters of Montana 

 

   
Claudia Stevenson, Co-President   Janelle Stevenson, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Nebraska  League of Women Voters of Nebraska 

 

 
Barbara M. Wells, President 

League of Women Voters of Nevada 

 

 
Liz Tentarelli, President 

League of Women Voters of New Hampshire 



 
 

 
Jennifer M. Howard, MD, MPH; President 

League of Women Voters of New Jersey 

 

      
Hannah Burling, Co-President  Kathleen Brook, Co-President  

League of Women Voters of New Mexico  League of Women Voters of New Mexico 

 

 
Nancy Rosenthal, President 

League of Women Voters of New York 

 

 
Jennifer McMillan Rubin, President 

League of Women Voters of North Carolina 

 

 
Barbara Headrick, President 

League of Women Voters of North Dakota 

 

 
Jen Miller, Executive Director 

League of Women Voters of Ohio 

 

 
Lynn Staggs, President 

League of Women Voters of Oklahoma 

 

 
Lisa Bentson, President 

League of Women Voters of Oregon 



 
 

 
Amy Widestrom, Executive Director 

League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania 

 

 
Nina P. Rossomando, Co-President 

League of Women Voters of Rhode Island 

 
Nancy L. Williams, President 

League of Women Voters of South Carolina 

 

 
Amy Scott-Stoltz, President 

League of Women Voters of South Dakota 

 

 
Debby Gould, President 

League of Women Voters of Tennessee 

 

 
Joyce LeBombard, President 

League of Women Voters of Texas 

 

 
Katharine Biele, President 

League of Women Voters of Utah 

 

 
Sue Racanelli, President 

League of Women Voters of Vermont 



 
 

 
Joan Porte, President 

League of Women Voters of Virginia 

 

 
Mary Coltrane, President 

League of Women Voters of Washington 

 

 
Julie Archer, President 

League of Women Voters of West Virginia 

 

 
Debra Cronmiller, Executive Director 

League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 

 

 
Nancy Lockwood, President 

League of Women Voters of Wyoming 


